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17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.  

“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
18 “Why do you call me good?”  Jesus answered.  “No one is good—except God alone.  

19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you 

shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father 

and mother.’”  
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him.  “One thing you lack,” he said.  “Go, sell everything 

you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  
22 At this the man’s face fell.  He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God!”  
24 The disciples were amazed at his words.  But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it 

is to enter the kingdom of God!  25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be 

saved?”  
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 

things are possible with God.” 

 

 

From the summary we have in Scripture, it seems that Jesus spent more of His ministry 

preaching about the kingdom of God than any other subject.  Now while I don’t think that is very 

surprising to many of you, the subject that comes in second place might be.  Money.  Jesus talks 

about money more than anything else besides the kingdom of God.  Today we get a combo deal: 

money and the kingdom of God all in one lesson! 

Now it may strike you as odd that Jesus would spend so much time discussing money but 

when we see what He has to tell us today I think it starts to make sense.  We all know that 

familiar proverb from Paul’s letter to Timothy: The love of money is the root of all kinds of 

evil (1Ti 6:10).  In fact, it’s so bad that in our Gospel lesson this morning Jesus says, it is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of God.  You see, Jesus talked about money and finances at such great length because 

it riches are one of the greatest threats if not the greatest threat to our entering the kingdom of 

God.  So the two are actually much more closely related than we may have originally thought. 

Are we rich?  That’s kind of a tricky question because it really depends on how you 

define the word and what perspective you’re looking at it from.  Compared to a multi-billionaire, 

no, I’m not that rich, but compared to the rest of the world….  I don’t really feel rich, and you 

may not either, but in reality, we are.  As an individual, if you make $30,000 a year you are in 

the richest 4% of all the people in the world.  If you make $55,000 or more then you are in the 

wealthiest 1% of humanity.  But even a couple in the US who is a little under the national 

poverty threshold, let’s say they make $14,000 a year—they’re still in the top eighteen and a half 



percent.  That dual income, of $14,000 is still more than six times the global average for annual 

income.  You’ll get slightly different results depending on what formulas are used to determine 

the final outcome but regardless, we my friends are quite rich. 

What that means, is that the dangers the young man in our gospel lesson faced are very 

real dangers for any and all of us here as well.  So let’s look at that account once again.  As Jesus 

started on his way, a man ran up to Him and fell on his knees before Him.  “Good teacher,” 

he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  “You know the commandments, Jesus 

replied, ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall 

not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 

The commandments that Jesus lists here are the ones that deal with how we treat other 

people.  It’s what we would call the second table of the law, which Jesus summed up as love 

your neighbor as yourself (Mk 12:31).  Those are the easy ones, right?  Sins against these 

commandments are often visible and outward.  Our neighbors can usually figure out pretty easily 

when we love them and when we don’t.  Naturally then, these are the ones that we work on the 

most.  We try to put forward an image of a fine moral person which usually is indicated by how 

we follow these commandments.  What we find is that it isn’t always all too difficult to at least 

appear to be an upstanding character.  When we put on that kind of an outward show so that 

others think we’re moral people sometimes we even wind up tricking ourselves.  

This rich, young man thought he was doing pretty well by God’s standards.  “Teacher,” 

he declared, “all these [commandments] I have kept since I was a boy.”  The man thought he 

was doing okay, but Jesus looked at him and loved him, the Bible tells us, with all the affection 

and compassion of a Savior who had come to save this man from his sins, and He revealed to 

him that that while he looked alright on the outside, he was anything but okay.  “One thing you 

lack,” [Jesus] said.  “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  At this the man’s face fell.  He went away sad, 

because he had great wealth. 

This is one of the most heart wrenching verses in all of Scripture.  You can’t help but feel 

something for this young man.  There’s so much potential here.  Jesus was asking him to come 

follow Him as one of His disciples, but he turns and walks away.  It’s hard for us, especially 

when we consider how we would have reacted if asked to do the same.  What comes next is even 

harder to swallow.  Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for the 

rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  The disciples were amazed at his words.  But Jesus said 

again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

This was a game changer, a paradigm shattering teaching!  It was an extremely prevalent 

Jewish belief that God wanted His children to be healthy and wealthy and that the better you 

adhered to God’s law, the more prosperous you would become.  This rich, young ruler was likely 

viewed by society as someone who must be living squarely within God’s will on account of his 

wealth and power alone.  But Jesus took that mindset and He flipped it upside-down. 

So we probably find ourselves as amazed as the disciples and asking right along with 

them: Who then can be saved?  It all makes sense though once we hear the Teacher’s reply.  

His answer is that none of us, no matter how rich or poor we are, can save ourselves.  With man, 

this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God. 
The main lesson that Jesus was teaching that day and the lesson He is teaching us as well 

is that we cannot save ourselves through adherence to the law.  The only amount of obedience 

that can save us is 100% perfection.  For sinful people like us, that level of perfection is 



impossible.  The only thing that can save us is trust in the One who is perfect, the One who can 

save us: God. 

The rich young man thought he had kept the law; he thought he had shown through his 

lifestyle that he truly loved his neighbor.  But Jesus’ words pointed him back to the most 

important part of the law, the first and greatest commandment: Trust in the Lord your God with 

all your heart and all your soul and all your mind.  It was not the fact that the man was rich that 

sent him away with his heart full of sadness, is was the realization that he trusted in his wealth 

and the happiness it brought him even more than he trusted in God. 

There’s a sentiment out there that Americans ought to feel guilty because they are so 

wealthy.  Even most of us Americans feel that way when we look at the Donald Trumps and 

Warren Buffets of the world.  In an article in Business Insider, Bill Gates, the richest man in the 

world, commented on how many people tell him that he should feel guilty because he has so 

much money.  “Well,” he said, “it’s not that I have money, if I’m supposed to feel guilty about 

something, it’s my consumption.”  I think Mr. Gates is on to something.  Remember, it isn’t 

money that is the root of all kinds of evil; it’s the love of money.  Money is a gift from God; it is 

a wonderful thing and it can be an amazing tool for us as we show God our trust in him.   

You do not need to feel guilty if you have money.  You do not need to be poor to get into 

heaven.  What Jesus is warning us about here is our attitude toward money.  Where does it rank 

on our list of priorities?  How is it that we use the money He’s given us?  Is it a means or has it 

become an end in itself?  What are your goals in life?  Do they revolve around money or God? 

As Christians, we realize that the answer to the age old question: “What is the purpose of 

my existence?” is that we are here to serve our God, to spread the good news of salvation 

through Jesus Christ throughout creation.  When we look at the ways in which we spend our 

money, do they reflect that kind of Christian understanding of our purpose and mission in life?  

They don’t always show that, do they?  I think that’s why the subject of money has become so 

taboo.  We don’t want people to know how much we make because we think they are going to 

judge us in some way or another.  We don’t want to talk about it because to some extent we’re 

already judging ourselves.  We know that we haven’t always been faithful stewards of the gifts 

God has given us.  And we know that sometimes the gift takes a higher place in our hearts than 

the Giver. 

We want to live our lives in everything that we do in a way that will serve and honor our 

God.  We want to use and spend the gifts of wealth and money that He has given us to do the 

same.  One of the most obvious examples of how we can do that is by giving a portion of what 

He has given us directly back to Him.  That’s why we have an offering collection as a part of our 

regular worship. 

I’m going to make a confession now on behalf of the church.  I don’t believe that the 

church always makes this easy for its members.  I don’t think the church always understands 

how best to help Christians in ordering their lives around service to God.  I recently did some 

shopping at The Home Depot.  You know what their motto is?  Actually, I think now it’s “More 

Saving.  More Doing.” but it used to be, “You can do it.  We can help.”  The problem with a lot 

of churches is that their slogan seems to be, “We can do it.  You can help.”  It turns the offering 

into more of an act an outward service to the church than inward service to God. 

One of the promises I’d like to make to you as your pastor is that our slogan here will be 

“You can do it.  We can help.”  Our mission as a congregation is to be able to assist individual 

Christians like you guys, in serving God in ways you wouldn’t be able to on your own.  That 

doesn’t stop when the coins fall into the offering plate.  As members of a congregation, we want 



to all be able to see the difference that our offerings make and to take ownership of the mission 

work of the church as a part of our own service to God. 

The reason we give our offerings here is not to keep this building open, to pay down the 

mortgage, or to come up with a salary for a full-time pastor.  The reason we give our offerings 

here is to carry out God’s great commission, making an eternal impact on people by connecting 

them God and His promises of salvation and by connecting them to other Christians who can 

encourage them in their lives of service to God. 

That service to God doesn’t end here with the work we do or the support we give to 

Shepherd of the Hills.  Our offerings are an obvious way we can serve God with our money.  But 

all the other ways we spend our money can serve to glorify Him too.  If you buy a new car or a 

new home, don’t worship the car, worship the God who provides for you and enabled you to buy 

it.  Give thanks for the blessings He has given you and look for ways you can use those gifts to 

serve Him as well. 

If we trust in ourselves, or in our possessions, then ultimately we’re going to go away sad 

like the man in our lesson this morning.  Yet that’s all our sinful nature wants to do.  For us, 

trusting in God is impossible.  But with God, it isn’t.  Through His death and resurrection, Jesus 

has purified our hearts.  He’s given you a new heart, one that trusts in God.  And as we continue 

to fill our lives with Jesus and His Word He will strengthen that trust and confirm your faith 

revealing day after day new ways that we can demonstrate our trust in God with everything He’s 

given us. 

With our trust in the right place, in Christ our Savior, we’ll have no need to walk away 

sad.  Because in Him we have the promise of forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  In Him, we 

have salvation and we can do all things because all things are possible with God.  Amen. 

 


